January 30, 2009

· From 8:00 a.m., Monday morning, February 2, until 5:00 p.m. Friday afternoon, February 13, the interior walls of the church building will be painted and the wooden floors in the nave, chancel, and sacristy will be refinished.

· Matins will be held in the Trinity Room for those two weeks.

· The Sunday services for February 8 will be held in the Parish Hall.

· On Sunday February 1, the Rev. Robert Shonholz, a representative of Concordia Theological Seminary (Fort Wayne, IN) will preach and also speak at the adult Bible study in the parish hall between services.

The Friday Reading

From a sermon on charity by Basil the Great, the bishop of Caesarea who defended the Church against the heresies of the 4th century (329-379). The Bible references at the end of each paragraph I have added.

Sow integrity for yourselves.

Man should be like the earth and bear fruit; he should not let inanimate matter appear to surpass him. The earth bears crops for your benefit, not for its own, but since the reward for good deeds goes to those who perform them. Give to a hungry man, and what you give becomes yours, and indeed it returns to you with interest. As the sower profits from wheat that falls onto the ground, so will you profit greatly in the world to come from the bread that you place before a hungry man. Your husbandry must be the sowing of heavenly seed: Sow integrity for yourselves, says Scripture. (Ecclesiastes 11:1-7; Luke 14:12-14)

You are going to leave your money behind you here whether you wish to or not. . . . Do you not see how people throw away their wealth on theatrical performances, boxing contests, mimes and fights between men and wild beasts, which are sickening to see, and all for the sake of fleeting honor and popular applause? If you are miserly with your money, how can you expect any similar honor? Your reward for the right use of the things of this world will be everlasting glory, a crown of righteousness, and the kingdom of heaven; God will welcome you, the angels will praise you, all men who have existed since the world began will call you blessed. Do you care nothing for these things, and spurn the hopes that lie in the future for the sake of your present enjoyment. Come, distribute your wealth freely, give generously to those who are in need. Earn for yourself the psalmist's praise: He gave freely to the poor; his righteousness will endure forever. (Luke 16:1-9; 1 Timothy 6:6-10, 17-19)

How grateful you should be to your own benefactor; how you should beam with joy at the honor of having other people come to your door, instead of being obliged to go to theirs!

Prayers

Collect for Epiphany 4
Almighty God, You know we live in the midst of so many dangers that in our frailty we cannot stand upright. Grant strength and protection to support us in all dangers and carry us through all temptations; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

For the Precious Fruits of the Earth

Dear Father, graciously protect the crops in the fields. Cleanse the air; bring abundant and refreshing rain to the land and let Your kindness shine upon us in favorable weather that there may be good harvest. Preserve the fruits and grains from being polluted so that man and creature which eat and drink them may be protected from epidemic, fever, and other diseases. If You permit the forces of evil to contaminate the air and water, fruits and grain, wheat and wine, then we must eat and drink sickness and death with our own food. Therefore, dear Father, bless Your gifts so that they may be wholesome and delightful to us. May we not use them to injure the soul or to increase sin, intemperance and idleness. From these come immorality, greed, violence, and all misery. But give us grace to use Your gifts to the betterment of our lives and the lives of our neighbors. Thus may the fruits of the earth serve to maintain and improve the health of both body and soul. Through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord. Amen

For Obedience and Patience

Lord God, I have indeed transgressed Your commandments; I have been impatience in reverses and trials; I am unsympathetic and unmerciful; I do not extend my hand to my neighbor. How often I am unable to resist sin and not tire of doing wrong. Dear Father, pour out Your grace to me and give to me Your Holy Spirit so that I many be obedient and love Your commandments. Help me to die to the desires of the world and to love You with all my heart, soul, strength, and mind. Through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord. Amen

Sunday Preparation

The Fourth Sunday after Epiphany

Hymn of Invocation: LSB 685, “Let Us Ever Walk with Jesus”

Sermon Hymn: LSB 717, “Eternal Father, Strong to Save”

Distribution Hymn: LSB 726, “Evening and Morning”

Old Testament Reading, Jonah 1:1-17

1Now the word of the Lord came to Jonah the son of Amittai, saying, 2”Arise, go to Nineveh, that great city, and call out against it, for their evil has come up before Me.”

3But Jonah rose to flee to Tarshish from the presence of the Lord. He went down to Joppa and found a ship going to Tarshish. So he paid the fare and went on board, to go with them to Tarshish, away from the presence of the Lord.

4But the Lord hurled a great wind upon the sea, and there was a mighty tempest on the sea, so that the ship threatened to break up.

5Then the mariners were afraid, and each cried out to his god. And they hurled the cargo that was in the ship into the sea to lighten it for them. But Jonah had gone down into the inner part of the ship and had lain down and was fast asleep.

6So the captain came and said to him, “What do you mean, you sleeper? Arise, call out to your god! Perhaps the god will give a thought to us, that we may not perish.” 7And they said to one another, “Come, let us cast lots, that we may know on whose account this evil has come upon us.” So they cast lots, and the lot fell on Jonah. 8Then they said to him, “Tell us on whose account this evil has come upon us. What is your occupation? And where do you come from? What is your country? And of what people are you?”

9And he said to them, “I am a Hebrew, and I fear the Lord, the God of heaven, who made the sea and the dry land.”

10Then the men were exceedingly afraid and said to him, “What is this that you have done!” For the men knew that he was fleeing from the presence of the Lord, because he had told them.  11Then they said to him, “What shall we do to you, that the sea may quiet down for us?” For the sea grew more and more tempestuous.

12He said to them, “Pick me up and hurl me into the sea; then the sea will quiet down for you, for I know it is because of me that this great tempest has come upon you.”

13Nevertheless, the men rowed hard to get back to dry land, but they could not, for the sea grew more and more tempestuous against them. 14Therefore they called out to the Lord, “O Lord, let us not perish for this man’s life, and lay not on us innocent blood, for you, O Lord, have done as it pleased you.” 15So they picked up Jonah and hurled him into the sea, and the sea ceased from its raging. 16Then the men feared the Lord exceedingly, and they offered a sacrifice to the Lord and made vows.

17And the Lord appointed a great fish to swallow up Jonah. And Jonah was in the belly of the fish three days and three nights. 

· For what reason would Jonah have forsaken his call to preach?

· In what ways might we run away from the call to serve that God has given to us?

· Though he had abandoned his call, he repented; how did the Lord save him? What provision has the Lord made to save us?

Epistle, Romans 8:18-23

18For I consider that the sufferings of this present time are not worth comparing with the glory that is to be revealed to us. 19For the creation waits with eager longing for the revealing of the sons of God. 20For the creation was subjected to futility, not willingly, but because of Him who subjected it, in hope 21that the creation itself will be set free from its bondage to decay and obtain the freedom of the glory of the children of God. 22For we know that the whole creation has been groaning together in the pains of childbirth until now. 23And not only the creation, but we ourselves, who have the first-fruits of the Spirit, groan inwardly as we wait eagerly for adoption as sons, the redemption of our bodies. 

· For what reason are the groans of creation heard?

· When will the burdens of creation finally be laid aside?

Holy Gospel, Matthew 8:23-27

23And when He got into the boat, His disciples followed Him.

24And behold, there arose a great storm on the sea, so that the boat was being swamped by the waves; but He was asleep. 25And they went and woke Him, saying, “Save us, Lord; we are perishing.”

26And He said to them, “Why are you afraid, O you of little faith?” Then He rose and rebuked the winds and the sea, and there was a great calm.

27And the men marveled, saying, “What sort of man is this, that even winds and sea obey Him?” 

· What sort of man is this, that even the winds and sea obey Him?

· Therefore what has the power to separate us from the love that God has for us in Christ?

Announcements

Sunday, 2/1

· 7:30 p.m., LSF Bible Study, Stanford CIRCLE (Old Union 3rd floor)

Tuesday, 2/3

· 6:30 p.m., Board of Stewardship Meeting

· 7:30 p.m., Board of Christian Education Meeting

Wednesday, 2/4

· 10:00 a.m., Bible Class: Council of Constantinople

· 1:00 p.m., Women’s Guild Meeting
Thursday, 2/5

· 4:30 p.m., Children’s Choir

· 7:30 p.m., Adult Choir

Sunday, 2/8, 5th Sunday after Epiphany
· 8:15 a.m. and 11:00 a.m., Divine Service (Genesis 18:20-33; Colossians 3:12-17; Matthew 13:24-43)

· 12:30 p.m., LSF Board of Campus Ministry Meeting

2009 Offering envelopes are in the Narthex.

God’s Stewards. The gift one gives is understood as grace already received. A sign that the person has understood his situation as a steward of God is that he gives voluntarily; he looks upon his sharing as a benefit to himself, and he enters his work with liberality. The underlying idea is that Christians are grafted into a spiritual unity, which is founded upon fellowship with God in Christ, in which one gift is balanced by the gift of another. In this way, everyone everywhere can always have enough (2 Cor. 9:8; Rom. 15:27). No one has reason to lord it over those whom he has helped in any way.
Missions. Good news from Dale and Sandra Saville in Venezuela. "While a group from Missouri was here, we had a church service on the Sunday after the vacation Bible school that they helped with. The group even got to cut down a tall tree and construct a cross for the church. Our next service in the church was on Reformation Sunday. It is wonderful to have a roof over our heads and walls constructed. The dirt floor hasn't bothered anybody. We wish all of you could have been here to experience the breath-taking and spiritual service on Reformation Sunday. The farm continues to have great crowds-there were 325 people in attendance. During the service, five new pastors were ordained: Felix Zamora, Amichel Ventura, Eduardo Castillo from Maturin, Edgar Poito from La Pica (near Maturin), and Ramundo, from a pueblo near Cumina. There were tears in many eyes as they watched. Many thanks to our fellow missionary Ted Krey for the seminary he has set up in Caracas. We also have vicars placed in some congregations. This month, we started a 'Saturday School' for the kids in Banco Acosta, which is the pueblo near the farm. On the first Saturday, we had children wandering in until there were 30 kids. What a beautiful opportunity to share the Gospel!

An Evening of Jazz and Wine benefitting Lutheran Social Services of Northern California, Saturday, February 14, at Prince of Peace Lutheran Church, 12770 Saratoga Ave, Saratoga. Featuring the Jim Franz/Jan Nichols Quintet live in concert, mass jazz and clergy choirs, a silent auction & a raffle! 4:00 p.m. is Food, Wine & Silent Auction; 4:45 p.m. Live Jazz Concert; Raffle & Auction winners will be announced. Tickets, $40 each, can be ordered by phone: 925-825-1060 x17 or email shill@lssnorcal.org or mail your ticket order to Lutheran Social Services, 988 Oak Grove Rd., Concord, CA 94518. Find out more at www.lssnorcal.org 

LWML Annual Morning of Prayer: Women of Zone 8 come join us for a morning of devotion, prayer, praise & song. Saturday, Feb. 21, 9:30 a.m. at Our Savior’s Lutheran Church, 4400 Cabrillo Hwy, Pacifica with The Rev. Daniel Kistler, Worship Leader. For more info, contact Judy Korte, Zone 8 President, at 650-992-4966 or aprilfool1@astound.net

Altar flowers: Express your thanksgiving to the Lord for His good gifts of marriage, family, vocation, etc. with flowers for the services. Sign the chart in the narthex for the date, and call Cynthia for the bulletin announcement.

Ash Wednesday & Lenten Weekday Services: Ash Wednesday is February 25 with services at Noon & 7:00 p.m. Lenten weekday services will be held at Noon & 7:00 p.m. on Wednesdays, March 4, 11, 18, 25 & April 1. A Soup Lunch will follow the Noon service &, at 6:00 p.m., a Soup Supper will precede the 7:00 p.m. (No soup lunch or supper on Ash Wednesday)

Short Answers

Old Testament Reading, Jonah 1:1-17

· For what reason would Jonah have forsaken his call to preach? He preferred that Nineveh, as a chief enemy of God’s people, suffer the destiny of destruction rather than by God’s mercy be preserved. (Read all of Jonah, as a testimony of God’s goodness).
· In what ways might we run away from the call to serve that God has given to us? We fail to give an answer for the hope that lives within us. We misuse or abuse the gifts that God has given us for the purpose of serving.

· Though he had abandoned his call, he repented; how did the Lord save him? The Lord sent the great fish—Jonah died in the sea and was brought forth alive. What provision has the Lord made to save us? Christ would not abandon His call to save those who lived as God’s enemies (Romans 5:6-11); He died, and was in the belly of the earth for three days, and came forth, having accomplished the Father’s mission—repentance and forgiveness to be preached to all nations.

Epistle, Romans 8:18-23

· For what reason are the groans of creation heard? God subjected creation because our disobedience; it fails to produce because rather than receiving man presumed to take; and now the groaning is a constant reminder of how we bring chaos to God’s good creation.

· When will the burdens of this creation finally be laid aside? When the new creation is manifested on the last day, the day when the righteous will be raised in their bodies from the grave to live before the Father in true concord.

Holy Gospel, Matthew 8:23-27

· What sort of man is this, that even the winds and sea obey Him? The Son of Man who trusts the Father at all times; the Son of Man who exercises proper dominion over creation; the Son of Man descended from David who will rule over all justly.

· Therefore what has the power to separate us from the love that God has for us in Christ?  No power has that ability. Read Romans 8:28-39.


